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A TIme to Give and a Time to Receive!

Fall brings the cooler weather that we love and
peak leaf-viewing season in the Northeast. At
United Way of Delaware, it brings another type of
peak -- peak fundraising season! 

UWDE campaigns are underway across the
state, both through workplaces and through a
wide range of community-based efforts.

In addition, we have been blessed with a
matching grant for the month of November --
dollar-for-dollar up to $25,000!

I'm very excited about the extra donation we can
receive this giving season! On behalf of all the
Delawareans we will serve with these funds, I send my most sincere gratitude to the
Jesse Ball DuPont Fund and to each of you who will help us meet the match. 

Remember, nearly 40% of all Delaware households have difficulty paying for basic
necessities such as housing, food, and clothing. As inflation takes a toll on all of us,
those least able to make adjustments are hit hardest. When families are just keeping
their heads above water, the dramatic increase in food and energy prices can put
necessities out of reach. 

We are part of a nationwide initiative designed to bring attention to the plight of low-
income hard-working families has categorized them as ALICE -- Asset Limited Income
Constrained Employed. They often live paycheck to paycheck, work more than one
job, and are one emergency away from crisis -- while earning too much to qualify for
assistance programs. To learn more about the ALICE, click here. 

ALICE families are our neighbors, coworkers and friends. We interact with ALICE
persons every day in medical offices, stores, workplaces and service industries. We
know many of them well -- in fact, you might fit into this group. 

It is for ALICE and so many others that we are working hard to raise funds to help
local families. I acknowledge that times are difficult for many of us right now. But for
those deciding between medications and food, or home heating and gasoline, times
are more than tough. They are nearly unbearable.

We hope you will step up to the challenge and give as much as you can so we can
continue -- and enlarge -- our service to our neighbors throughout Delaware and
Salem County, NJ.  If helping others is important to you, we invite you to join us by
making your donation in the month of November, and we'll be happy to send you a

https://uwde.org/how-we-work/strategic-initiatives/alice
https://uwde.org/eoy-22/reminder/
https://youtu.be/6Hilg2LXs-8


reminder. All you need to do is click the link in the message below.

Sincerely,

Michelle

Michelle A. Taylor, Ed.D.
President and Chief Executive Officer

 

 

United Way of Delaware Invests $107,000

https://uwde.org/eoy-22/reminder/


​in Salem County Nonprofits

The Live United Salem County Advisory Committee
of United Way of Delaware (UWDE) this
week issued grants totaling $107,000 to 11
nonprofit organizations serving Salem County NJ. 

“These grants represent United Way of Delaware’s
commitment to invest in partners and programs that make a real difference to people
who live and work in Salem County,” said Michelle A. Taylor, UWDE President and
Chief Executive Officer. “These organizations are crucial to life in Salem County, and
this support will help each of them expand their capacity to meet their goals.”

In September, local nonprofits were invited to apply for grants from the United Way of
Delaware 2022 Fund for Salem County Community-Based Organizations through an
open RFP process. Each of the 11 applicants was awarded a grant this year.

“This is our fifth year of serving our neighbors in Salem County as their local United
Way agency and the fifth consecutive year that the Salem County Advisory Committee
has awarded grants,” said Taylor. “We are pleased that we have been able to raise
over $600,000 in restricted and unrestricted funds in Salem County since 2018, with
this year’s grant total being the largest amount ever awarded.”

“Our progress could not be achieved without the support of the Salem County Advisory
Committee and its Chair, Betsy Amoroso, Senior Director of Corporate
Communications at Mannington Mills,” said Deborah Armstrong, UWDE Sr.
Director, Philanthropy & Engagement. “Their commitment and hard work, along with
the involvement of agency partners, individuals and the local business community
allows UWDE to grow in our service in Salem County,” Armstrong said.

Salem County joined the United Way of Delaware footprint in 2018. The UWDE Board
of Directors established the Salem County Advisory Committee, made up of Salem
County business and civic leaders, to guide development of the United Way brand in
Salem County.

Organizations receiving funding are:

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Cumberland & Salem Counties
Girl Scouts of Central and Southern NJ
Inspira Medical Centers, Inc.
Meals on Wheels of Salem County
Mid-Atlantic States Career and Education Center
Resources for Independent Living
Salem County InterAgency Council of Human Services (IAC)
Salem County Women's Services
The Puerto Rican Action Committee of Southern New Jersey
Tri-County Community Action Agency, Inc. (Gateway Community Action Partnership)
Youth Advocate Programs, Inc.

To get involved in Live United Salem County, contact Deborah Armstrong
at damstrong@uwde.org or (302)530-0931.

mailto:damstrong@uwde.org


 

The Holiday Season is upon us, and United Way of Delaware and our partners have
come together for this momentous season of giving to ensure that children in
homeless shelters, children experiencing poverty, and children in foster care are not
forgotten during the holidays.

We are pleased to announce that we are having our Second Annual Winter
Wonderland Community Resource Fairs/Holiday Coat & Toy Drives for kids and
families.  

The need is great, and we cannot do it without you! Currently in Delaware, 18.93%
of children under age 18) are living in poverty. That is 34,995 children living in an
environment where many of their basic needs are not being met. 

Your generous donation would help ease this burden on those families this holiday
season. We are looking for sponsors to assist in the effort to provide children the
gift of warmth this winter by providing coats and the gift of joy with a holiday toy.  
 
There are 3 ways to help!
 

1  Your financial donation will ensure a new coat and a new toy will be gifted to

children ages birth to 13 which is our most vulnerable population. All gifts up to a total
of $500 received through www.uwde.org/winterwonderland after November 1 will be
matched. Help us reach our goal to provide 1,000 coats and 1,000 holiday toys to kids
during our statewide holiday events to be held:  

December 3, 2022, from 2:30 pm-4:30 pm at Schellville, Rehoboth Beach
December 10, 2022, from Noon - 1:30 pm at Laurel Library
December 10, 2022, from Noon - 1:30 pm at Dover Public Library  
December 17, 2022, from 11 am -1 pm at Wilmington Public Library 
 

2  You, your family or your organization can hold your own holiday coat and holiday

http://www.uwde.org/winterwonderland


toy drive to support this event. You can host an actual drive, and drop off any
unwrapped donations to any of the four distribution locations above.
   Or you can allow monetary donations from your teams and send it to us to purchase
items by donating here:
 

3 You can SHARE this information on social media to encourage your friends and

family to share your holiday giving.

 

Unveiling Impact 365 TV

United Way of Delaware is excited to
announce Impact 365, an exciting new
project in collaboration with Delaware
production studio and television channel
DETV. 

Impact 365 is a series of talk and interview
shows that highlight the people and stories
of those who have been empowered and
impacted by the work of UWDE's partners, programs and network.  Each episode of
the five-part series focuses on one of UWDE's strategic focus areas.

https://uwde.org/winterwonderland/
https://detvch.com/


DETV will unveil a preview of Impact 365 on channel 28 during their Good Morning
Wilmington morning show on November 7 at 10:00 a.m. Full ep isodes will air on DETV
beginning Monday, November 7 at 6 p.m., continuing each Monday from 6 p.m. to 7
p.m. through December 5. Episodes will be replayed on UWDE streaming platforms
YouTube and Facebook, on our website and on DETV.

Please watch the show and help expand engagement by sharing episodes on your
personal social media platforms.

Tune in for compelling stories and exciting perspectives on issues that affect our state.
Learn more by watching the video below. 

 

Anti-Bullying Summit Draws 100 Participants

By Lavay Glynn

The UWDE PRIDE Council’s 10 th Annual
Anti-Bullying/GSA Summit brought together nearly
100 people to celebrate LGBTQ+ youth pride, advocacy,
and impact.

​Kasey Gonzalez-Cruz and Tamia Mykles (Ms. Gay
Wilmington and Ms. Lancaster Pride) gave the youth the opportunity to celebrate a
drag performance, keeping youth engaged throughout the entire event, along with
hosting legislators (Sen. McBride, Sen. Pinkney, Rep. Morrison) and our keynote
speaker, DeShanna Neal.

In our conversation with legislators and Neal, participants were able to learn more
about their story of authenticity and what it means to be an LGBTQ+ member in
government. Youth were also able to engage with the legislators and develop an
understanding of the path toward advocacy through community building and
legislation. 
 
Youth workshops ranged from being celebratory (as in our voguing and creative
expression workshop), educational (such as our GSA building workshop), and
educational (mental and physical health workshops, along with queer history). Parents
and GSA Advisors were able to meet with PFLAG to discuss ways to improve student
relationships, sustain GSA’s, and build more impactful GSA activities throughout the
year. 
 
Along with our participants, students and vendors alike, we look forward to hearing
more about the experience youth and advisors have in their GSA’s and how to bring
together the LGBTQ+ community in future activities.   

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAyNR3wkHdxe5E0-3xflYcg/videos
https://www.facebook.com/UnitedWayofDelaware/
http://uwde.org
https://detvch.com/
https://youtu.be/6Hilg2LXs-8


 
 

We Did It!

Thanks to my United Way of Delaware team co-chair Regina Sidney-Brown and the
women who joined us at the American Cancer Society MakeStrides Against Breast
Cancer Walk last weekend to bring awareness to and cures for breast cancer.  And
thanks, also, to all who donated to our team for the cause.
 -- Michelle

 

Delaware Racial Justice Collaborative
News

 

Congratulations to DRJC's Alex Southerst for Earning
Certification in Volunteer Administration

We extend our congratulations to Alex Southerst
who recently earned a certificate in volunteer
administration from the Council for Certification in
Volunteer Administration. 

Here's what Alex had to say about her
achievement:
 
Why was getting your CVA important to you?
 
I’m a lifelong learner and a strong believer that
there’s always room for improvement. For me, it
wasn’t about an extra three letters after my name or
a certificate. I want to be sure that I’m representing

https://cvacert.org/


the best interests of our volunteers, as well as our
organization, in all that I do.
 
How do you think this professional development will
be able to help you in your role with DRJC?
 
A large part of my role in DRJC is interacting with
and supporting our members. In studying for this
certification, I was exposed to new ways to
approach some of our day-to-day activities and
ways to integrate best practices into our current
structure. The CVA will allow us to better support
the members who make what we do possible.

 

 

JPMorgan Chase continues its commitment to closing the racial wealth gap through

opening new Community Center Branches. We were pleased to attend the opening of
the Chase Community Center in Wilmington and join Mayor Michael S. Purzycki as he

cut the official opening ribbon. To learn more about Chase Community Centers, clickclick

here. here. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y3BSughLNME


 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
 

Happening Today!



 



 

Live Debate Night
​at Wilmington Library

Come hear the hottest political and social
topics to be debated by Dyson and
Brown at Wilmington Library on
Thursday, November 3.

Dr. Michael Eric Dyson is a Georgetown
University sociology professor, a New
York Times contributing opinion writer,
and a contributing editor of The New
Republic, and of ESPN's The Undefeated
website.

Joe Brown Jr., known as Judge Joe



Brown, is a former American lawyer and
television personality. He is a former
Shelby County, Tennessee Criminal
Court judge and a former arbiter of the
arbitration-based reality court show
Judge Joe Brown.

The debate will be narrated by UWDE's
Brandon Bryce.

For more information, click here. 

 

Find Out What You Can Do to Help Fight Addiction

Learn how we can all play a part in the fight against addiction by visiting
Delawaregoespurple.org.  Learn more by watching this video.

https://delawarelibraries.libcal.com/event/9592806
https://youtu.be/sQ-NIXSGsxI


 

 

 

It's Easy to Support United Way of Delaware

Your donation to United Way helps us work to make
Delaware a great state to live, work and play for all our
neighbors.

Make an online donation here

Start With a Smile
Shopping at Amazon? Start at Smile.Amazon.com and feel better about spending
money! Just set United Way of Delaware as your charity of choice. Then spend away
and Amazon will donate 0.5% of eligible purchases to us — no fees, no extra cost!

 
 

https://donations.uwde.org/online-giving/
http://smile.amazon.com/
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