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Help Lighten the Burden for Seniors

They are our neighbors, friends, fellow church
congregants, service workers and in some cases, our
family members. We might find them working at the
pharmacy, serving our meals, caring for children,
joining in at neighborhood gatherings, or living nearby.

When we see them, we likely do not see their secret
burden. They might be one of the 7% of Delawareans
living in poverty – one of 67,800 seniors living below
the poverty line who have served their country, state
and families for their whole lives, but who now need a
helping hand from us.

When we count seniors living below the poverty line,
the statistics belie the extent of the problem: seniors who are unable to meet their
needs. A 2020 study found that 38% of Delawareans qualify
as Asset Limited, Income Constrained, Employed (“ALICE”). These are people who
often live paycheck-to-paycheck and are one emergency away from crisis. They live
above the Federal Poverty Level and are therefore ineligible for many federal
programs, but they don’t have enough income to meet their basic needs.

The report suggests that a senior living alone needs $31,428 per year to survive.
Based on that, the study concluded that 41% of Delaware seniors fall into the ALICE
category. Delaware’s average social security check is $1654 per month or $19,848 per
year – a shortage of $11,500 from the Alice survival budget for Delaware. The
remainder of the money conceivably would come from savings, but you can imagine
how much someone who held lower-income jobs would have been able to save during
their active working years.

The nonprofit community has always provided important services and sources of help
to our elders, and we salute them for their consistent and dedicated service. We have
long worked with valued partners such as Cheer, Modern Maturity Senior Center,
Newark Senior Center, MOT Senior Center and Wilmington Senior Center who are
dedicated to serving seniors in their communities.

Now, to help bring attention to seniors in poverty, we are partnering with
ChristianaCare, Delaware 211, Always Best Care and A Helping Hand to lighten the
burden for seniors. Throughout April, we are all seeking donations of personal care
products and small household maintenance items, as well as monetary donations.
Items such as light bulbs, adult diapers, trash bags, disinfectant wipes, and more can
be donated in person at these participating senior centers: Absalom Jones Senior
Center, Oak Grove Senior Center, MOT Senior Center, New Castle Senior Center
and Wilmington Senior Center.

https://standbymede.org/tips-tools-stand-by-me-podcasts/
https://standbymede.org/tips-tools-stand-by-me-podcasts/
https://uwde.org/events/senior-care-day 2023/
https://uwde.org/kia


In addition, we aim to raise a minimum of $1500 in April (or lots more). For more
information and to make online donations, visit https://uwde.org/events/senior-care-
day-2023.

A donation to this drive, no matter how small, will offer welcome relief to an older
person who is stretching every dollar every day. And, while you have the needs of
seniors in mind, think about whether there is a way you assist further.

Employers: help your employees actively secure their financial future by
learning about retirement. Refer them to StandBy Me 50+, a program of United
Way of Delaware and the State of Delaware that provides persons ages 50 and
older with free, individualized financial coaching.
Conduct a donation drive at your places of work, and reach out to retirees so
they know they’re not alone.
Leaders of faith-based organizations, libraries, civic associations, clubs,
sororities, fraternal organizations: work with Stand By Me or a community-based
organization to plan a program for your community’s seniors.
Contact your state elected officials and encourage them to work to increase the
states sadly lacking supply of affordable housing for our seniors as well as our
ALICE household neighbors.

Seniors want to be able to afford to stay in their own homes and live independently as
long as they can. By helping in small ways and large, we can help make that happen. 

SIncerely,

Michelle

Michelle A. Taylor, Ed.D.
President and CEO, United Way of Delaware

 

Learn How Stand By Me Connects with Delaware 211

Two of United Way of Delaware's community
support initiatives, Stand By Me and Delaware 211,
work together to provide assistance that begins
with a call for help and can end with free financial
coaching to put people on track to overcome their
challenges.

The latest Stand By Me Podcast features Donna
Snyder-White, Vice President, Financial
Empowerment for United Way of Delaware, and
Lynn Bivens, Senior Community Resource
Specialist for Delaware 211, who discuss Delaware
211, the services it provides, and how it connects to
and supports the mission of Stand By Me.

To listen, visit the Stand By Me website.

 

Service with a Smile!
Delaware 211 Team in the Community

https://uwde.org/events/senior-care-day-2023
https://standbymede.org/tips-tools-stand-by-me-podcasts/


Members of our Delaware 211 helpline team volunteered at Our Daily Bread in
Middletown, where they served food for homeless and ALICE individuals/families.
They were a welcome extra five sets of hands as they handed out food, served clients,
prepared the dining areas cleaned up.

The volunteers were: Lynn Bivens, Debbie Finch, Jennifer Fromme, Laura Gendreau
Donna Snyder-White and her daughter, Jade,

United Way of Delaware appreciates all of our colleagues who give of their time and
talents -- not only five days of week at work, but also generously on weekends.

https://www.ourdailybreadmot.com


 

New Youth Sport Makes Learning
About Aerospace Careers Fun

Demonstration tomorrow from 1-3 p.m.

United Way of Delaware and
Walnut Street YMCA in
Wilmington are partnering
with Delaware Drone Soccer
League to introduce Drone
Soccer, a competitive sport
that can lead to sparking
interest in careers in
aerospace.

Drone Soccer uses hand-
sized flying quadcopters in
protective plastic
exoskeletons that are
designed for full-contact
gameplay and collisions. 

Participants ages 12 and up
learn to build, program, and
repair their drones. Then
they use the drone they built
to participate in a
competition against a rival
team.

The FAA Advanced Aviation
Advisory Committee
recommends adding Drone
Soccer into K-12 curricula to address gender bias in STEM fields.

For more information about Drone Soccer, to watch a demonstration video, or to enroll
and join a team, visit https://dedronesoccer.com. All ages are invited to attend a
demonstration and observe a Drone Soccer scrimmage on Saturday, April 1 from 1
p.m. to 3 p.m. at the Walnut Street YMCA, 1000 N Walnut St, Wilmington, DE.

 

Registration is Open for the
​Jerry Hunter Community Classic

Formerly known as Giving on the Green, our annual
golf tournament has been renamed the Jerry
Hunter Community Classic after our beloved
colleague Jerry Hunter who passed away last year.

Jerome “Jerry” Hunter was a friend to all, generous
with his time, always ready with an encouraging
word, and never above rolling up his sleeves and
getting to work. We will always be grateful for his
outstanding contribution to United Way of Delaware.

Join us, as a golfer, sponsor, or both, for the 1st annual Jerry Hunter Community Golf

https://dedronesoccer.com/


Classic. All proceeds from the Classic will support our community impact fund which
improves the quality of life for individuals and families throughout Delaware and Salem
County, NJ.

May 22, 2023
Hartefeld National Golf Club

Click here to register

 

The Credit Belongs to You!

We've received many notes of gratitude from
organizations that participated in Do More 24
last month. We love hearing from our friends,
but the real credit goes to you, the donors.
Take a look at a few of the letters we've
received:

Thrilled! Thank you so much, each year we
have essentially doubled what we were able
to raise the previous year. We love this
event. Thank you again!
Traci Murphy
Delaware Coalition Against Gun Violence

Dear Charlie and Michelle-
Thank you very much, and congratulations on another amazing DoMore24 DE
campaign!
Karen S. Duffield
Beebe Medical Foundation

Dear Charlie and Michelle: 
Hagley was thrilled to participate in Do More 24 for our first time. Thank you for giving
us this opportunity. We learned a tremendous amount from our participation and hope
to join forces again in the future! Congratulations to you on staging such a successful
giving day that is serving nonprofits in Delaware.
 We look forward to receiving the funds raised for Hagley and appreciate receiving
additional funds from the stretch pool and event prizes. The funds are going to support
our STEAM activities designed to get kids and families excited about Science,
Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math.
Jill MacKenzie
Executive Director
Hagley Museum and Library

 

https://uwde.org/events/jerry-hunter-classic/


 



 



 

Support Delaware's Seniors
United Way of Delaware and partners ChristianaCare, Delaware 211, Always Best
Care and A Helping Hand are working to support seniors across Delaware.

Throughout April, we will collect financial contributions as well as physical donations of
items needed most. Donated items can be dropped off at your nearest senior center.

Help us raise $1,500 by April 27th so more of Delaware’s seniors get the critical
resources they need. You can donate online here.

Contact Delaware 211 to learn more.

https://uwde.org/events/senior-care-day 2023/


 
 

Mark Your Calendar!

The events below are happening over the next several weeks. Be sure
to mark your calendars now to save the dates and times.

 



 



 

Small Business Owners: Make the Connection

Attention, Minority Small Business Owners! True Access Capital is hosting the "New



Market Opportunities Procurement Fair" to help small businesses connect with
federal, state and local governments, as well as with private corporations to learn how
to uncover opportunities to work together. The event is free to attend. Learn more
here.

 

https://wbc.trueaccesscapital.org/workshop.aspx?ekey=1430085


 

A New Challenge Begins May 20!
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