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Invest Now for a Stronger Future
 
I often speak with you about our focus area of ensuring
that all children are reading on grade level by third grade,
and yet achieving that goal still eludes us in Delaware.
 
We recently discussed some of the reasons this situation
persists with Dorrell Green, Superintendent of Red Clay
School District, at our annual celebration.
 
Supt. Green spoke about what he called “collective
impact,” that is, how the entirety of a student’s life
contributes to whether that child will make the grade. He spoke of things such as
working parents’ abilities to be present and contribute to the child’s educational
preparedness, how communities in which the child lives help define their feelings of
safety and inclusion, how organizations can offer supports such as learning pods,
afterschool and summer programs. 

​You can listen to Supt. Green’s comments here.
 
Our work for literacy is holistic, ranging from providing literacy resources to ongoing
support of afterschool and summer programs, working with our partners in the
community to provide programs to prevent summer learning loss, and supporting
quality afterschool and summer programs. 
 
Today you have the power to make a real difference in the lives of children and the
health of our state. With a donation to United Way of Delaware now, you invest in
children's access to quality summer programming, literacy and STEM programs,
recreational and physical activities, and healthy meals. This approach has been proven
to minimize learning loss, help close the achievement gap, and increase the likelihood
of educational success.

The children we help today are the leaders, employees and voters of tomorrow.
Please help support our work to help all children be the best they can be.
Please take a moment and give today. The need is urgent.
 
Sincerely,
Michelle A. Taylor, Ed.D.
President and CEO
United Way of Delaware

 

https://youtube.com/clip/UgkxR76y0RtAZofTu2ifuiimQvr3jxXqtzqu
https://uwde.org/give-online
https://www.delcbac.org/


Stonewall: A Pivotal Moment in LGBTQ History

This is the last in our series of articles
celebrating National PRIDE Month

By Tierra Fair
Vice President, Engagement & Partnerships
United Way of Delaware
 
As we celebrate Pride Month, it is essential to reflect upon the significant events that
shaped LGBTQ history and continue to inspire and empower the community. One such
pivotal moment is the Stonewall Riots, a series of spontaneous demonstrations that
occurred in 1969 in New York City.

On the night of June 28, 1969, the Stonewall Inn, a popular gay bar in Greenwich
Village, became the site of resistance against police harassment and discrimination.
Fed up with routine police raids and mistreatment, LGBTQ patrons fought back,
leading to several nights of protests.
 
The Stonewall Riots galvanized the LGBTQ community, encouraging individuals to
embrace their identities proudly and fight for their rights. In the aftermath of the
uprising, LGBTQ organizations were founded, advocating for legal protections, anti-
discrimination laws, and the decriminalization of homosexuality.
 
The Stonewall Riots stand as a defining moment in LGBTQ history, igniting a flame of
activism and resilience that burns brightly to this day. As we commemorate Pride
Month, it is essential to honor the sacrifices and victories of those who came before.

By embracing LGBTQ history, we cultivate a society that cherishes diversity,
celebrates love, and strives for equality for all. Let us stand together and remember
that the journey towards true inclusivity continues, fueled by the legacy of Stonewall
and the unwavering spirit of the LGBTQ community.

 
 

Juneteenth Event Remembers Persons Who Were
Enslaved at Cooch's Bridge

The Friends of Cooch's Bridge Historic Site
Juneteenth Celebration, held on June 19 at the
historic site, focused on some of the darker aspects
of the farm, acknowledging at least 17 individuals
known to have been enslaved at Cooch's Farm, as
well as the history of Native people who lived in the
area before European settlement.

United Way of Delaware Board Chair Rick
Deadwyler was a keynote speaker at the
Juneteenth Celebration. Rick spoke about the
importance of quality education to achieving adult
success and pointed out on how UWDE's Delaware Racial Justice Collaborative is
working to influence legislative policy to advance racial equity in Delaware.

A key part of the ceremony was saying the names of those people known to have
been enslaved at Cooch's Farm. Thank you to Friends of Cooch's Bridge Historic Site
for hosting this gathering and for including our Board Chair, Rick Deadwyler, in the
celebration.

  

https://www.facebook.com/CoochsBridge?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZWzk4bSovmHoZit8iCwxngIDj_vpV6wwfycJHPcol4wxb2ycWktK4FskJ2LoveQ5DtTxPoI8yJ7sl_ZtMmy0x89Blel3niJ8HPqQ33oemHsM93Zn43rkjf3cueO-Bc4eds_tkpZ3I5CuYnkgcjU1jM7XKBQSo3J68Xl2kMt_Pgem5AwwF-4SzRYfhNs61uMDcI&__tn__=-%5DK-R
https://www.facebook.com/rick.deadwyler?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZWzk4bSovmHoZit8iCwxngIDj_vpV6wwfycJHPcol4wxb2ycWktK4FskJ2LoveQ5DtTxPoI8yJ7sl_ZtMmy0x89Blel3niJ8HPqQ33oemHsM93Zn43rkjf3cueO-Bc4eds_tkpZ3I5CuYnkgcjU1jM7XKBQSo3J68Xl2kMt_Pgem5AwwF-4SzRYfhNs61uMDcI&__tn__=-%5DK-R


Interns in the Halls of Government

By Naomi Allen
UWDE Summer Intern

On Tuesday, June 20th, the UWDE
summer interns visited Legislative Hall in
Dover. We started the day with a tour of
the building. We learned about its history
and that it has almost doubled in size
since it was originally built. We visited the
room where the State House of
Representatives meets. There, we
learned that the State House consists of
41 members, mostly Democrats, and it has been that way for more than 15 years. We
also visited the room where the State Senate meets. The State Senate consists of 21
members, who are also mostly Democrats.

After our tour, we enjoyed lunch and a discussion with some legislators including Sen.
Morrison, Sen. Pinkney, Rep. Baumbach, Rep. Dorsey-Walker, Rep. Lambert, Rep.
Phillips, Rep. Madinah Wilson-Anton and Sen. Eric Buckson . They shared why they
decided to become legislators. Some of their reasons included wanting to see a
change in their community and being passionate about larger issues. They also talked
about what they hoped to accomplish, and how to get involved in state government
through internships and joining programs.
 
Overall, it was a good learning experience to spend time in the halls of government
and to talk to the people who create laws for Delaware.

 

June is Men's Mental Health Month. If you or someone you know needs to
be connected to Mental Health Resources, dial 211 or visit delaware211.org

 

News from Delaware Racial Justice Collaborative

 

http://delaware211.org/?fbclid=IwAR1A-_xMNq8eIkBK3AloZIPjcUHj_DU3QFUPXFaGxvZlsfbvVkDc5aXEUS4


Black Student Summit Planning Committee members Kenny Norwood, Kassidy
Baptiste, Mya Reeves, Tyrone Kearse, and Hannah Carter receive a Governor's 2023
Youth Volunteer Service Award at a ceremony this week.

 

A Letter To True Champions of Change

To the young people who planned the Black Student Summit,

I am writing to express my deepest admiration for the incredible work you and your
fellow teens are doing in the pursuit of racial justice and social equity. Your efforts,
particularly in organizing the Black Student Summit, have left an indelible mark on the
community.
 
It is truly inspiring to witness young individuals like yourselves rising up, speaking out,
and taking meaningful action to address the pressing issues of racial inequality that
continue to plague our society. Your courage, resilience, and determination are a
beacon of hope for all who believe in a more just and equitable world.
 
The Black Student Summit stands as a testament to your vision and unwavering belief
in the power of unity and education. By creating a platform where black students can
come together, share their experiences, and advocate for change, you have not only
fostered a sense of community and belonging, but have also created a space for
growth and empowerment.
 
I want to commend you for your tireless dedication to amplifying marginalized voices
and shedding light on the systemic issues that perpetuate racial injustice. It takes
incredible strength to challenge the status quo, and your commitment to dismantling
oppressive structures is both admirable and necessary.
 
As you continue on your journey, I encourage you to stay steadfast in your pursuit of
justice and equity. The road ahead may be challenging, but your spirit and
determination will guide you through. Remember that your voices matter and your
actions have the power to bring about real and lasting change.

Please know that you are not alone in this fight. There are countless individuals, like
myself, who stand alongside you, ready to support and uplift your cause. Your
passion, intelligence, and unwavering dedication make you true champions of change.
I have no doubt that your future endeavors will continue to shape the world for the
better.
 
With deepest love, admiration and support,
 
Tierra Fair 
VP, Engagement and Partnerships



 

Congratulations to Sydney McLean for receiving a Governor’s Youth of the Year
award. individual! A Hodgson Vo-Tech student and BSU officer, Sydney was a
member of this year’s Black Student Summit planning committee. Shown left to right:
Molly Magarik, Secretary, DHSS, Sydney McLean, Governor Carney, Paul Calistro,
Chair- Governor's Commission on Community & Volunteer Service

 
 

Community Events and Announcements



 

 



Support Our Work

Live United!

If you would like to support our efforts to help build a better Delaware, please donate
to United Way of Delaware here. You can make a one-time donation or a recurring
monthly contribution. When you give to the United Way of Delaware you’re joining
individuals and organizations who are working together to improve life for everyone in
Delaware and Salem County (NJ). We appreciate your support.
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