
80
YEARS

LIVING HISTORY MUSEUM



1946 The United
Fund of
Wilmington
is chartered. 

Our first home office is
in the Delaware Trust
Building on Market
Street.

The first unified campaign
to support a network of 22
local agencies 
is kicked off.



1947 The United Fund
of Wilmington
expands to
become the
United
Community Fund
of Northern
Delaware.

United Fund Logo
(1952-1970)1952



RED FEATHER
CAMPAIGN
STATUE
c. 1946

UNITED FUND OF
WILMINGTON

c. 1946

First Campaign Ad



1946-
1959

The Red Feather was a
symbol of early United
Fund campaigns. 
Jiminy Cricket, from
Disney’s “Pinocchio,” was
United Fund’s official
“spokescricket” from 1959
into the 1980s.



1955 The United
Community 
Fund of Northern
Delaware moves
from 1404 North
Franklin Street
into their newly-
built offices at
301 East Matson
Run Parkway.

1964
Grown from reforms
initiated by President John
F. Kennedy in 1961 to
simplify charitable giving
among federal employees, 
The Combined Federal
Campaign officially
launches.



NEW HORIZONS SPECIAL NEWSPAPER
c. 1960



1968
Collective impact for 
social change becomes a
driving force for good at
UCFND, following the
assassination of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr, rioting, and
the nine-month occupation
of Wilmington by National
Guard troops.



1969

The United Fund of Northern Delaware
consolidates with the Delaware
Community Services Council for more
streamlined logistics and greater 
state-wide community impact.

1970 United Funds 
and Council of
America
officially
changes its
name to United
Way of America.

United Way
Logo (1970-
1972)



1972
United Way
Logo (1972-2004

1974
The United Fund of
Northern Delaware
officially becomes
become what we now
know as United Way of
Delaware.



1975

1989
United Way of
Delaware
moves into
The Linden
Building, its
brand-new
home at 7th St.
and Orange St.



19911990
The
Tocqueville
Society is
created.

UWDE and
Delaware
State AFL-CIO
partnership
begins.

1996 A New
Generation 
of Caring

United Way of
Delaware
celebrates 50
years of
impact.



UNITED WAY OF DELAWARE
GOLF TOURNAMENT POSTER
1991



United Way 
of Delaware
merges with
Sussex County
United Way,
becoming a truly
state-wide
organization in
Delaware.

1997

1999 Delaware
Helpline is
established by
the State of
Delaware as a
partnership with
United Way of
Delaware’s First
Call for Help
program.



2003 Our first concerted effort to promote 
the Community Impact Fund.

2004 United Way Logo
(2004-2024)

2005

Transforming Philanthropy
The UWDE Board officially votes to move away from
being solely a fundraising organization to one
focused on community impact.



UWDE joins
partners to
enact Delaware
Stars, dedicated
to improving
early childhood
education in
the state.

2005

2006 UWDE adopts
the Success
by 6 initiative.

UWDE celebrates first year program
outcomes funding under our new
Community Impact focus.



UNITED WAY OF DELAWARE
T-SHIRT COLLECTION

c. 2010-2025



2009
LIVE UNITED

“Live United” campaign is launched, emphasizing
United Way's mission of maximizing community
resources by partnering with human-service agencies
to improve quality of life.

Delaware 211 
is created as Delaware
Helpline and First Call
for Help are
consolidated to offer a
one-call solution to get
Delawareans connected
to the help they need
easier and faster than
ever before.



UWDE Board adopts 
our Live United 2015
Strategy, defining
community
outcomes.

2011

Stand By Me®, 
a one-on-one financial coaching
program to help Delawareans
reach their financial goals, 
is created by United Way of
Delaware.



2011 United Way 
of Delaware
launches 
Affinity Groups
to encourage
students and
like-minded
individuals to
get involved.

2012 AstraZeneca
gives a $3.4M
transformational
gift to launch the
Young Health
Program IM:40 in
partnership with
United Way of
Delaware, aimed
at 12 to 15-year-
olds throughout
the state.



EVENT POSTER FOR 
LATINOS UNIDOS AFFINITY GROUP



Promise
Communities:
United Way of
Delaware identifies
eight low-income
communities
statewide to target
for the greatest
impact.

2012

Making Our Voices Heard in
Leg Hall:
United Way of Delaware
advocates publicly for HB289
(Pay Day Lending) and HB268
(School Bullying) to offer
Delaware residents a better
path toward managing their
finances and enhancing the
prevention and reporting of
school bullying. Governor Jack
Markell signs both.



2016 DoMore24
Delaware is
founded, and
has raised
millions of
dollars for
hundreds of
Delaware non-
profits since.

2018 Bridging Our
Community:

United Way of
Delaware
expands its
service area to
cover Salem
County, New
Jersey.



UNITED WAY HERO CAPE
c. 2017



United Way
of Delaware
partners with
United for
ALICE®

(Asset Limited,
Income
Constrained,
Employed)

2018

2019

Get Delaware Reading-Wilmington is
launched as part of Delaware’s statewide
campaign to address its literacy crisis, with
the goal of ensuring that more children in
low-income families reach grade-level
reading by the end of third grade.



2020 Get Delaware
Reading
Summer is
launched as an
extension of 
Get Delaware
Reading -
Wilmington,
reinforcing a
collective effort
to change lives.

UWDE
relaunches the
Delaware Racial
Justice
Collaborative
with over 200
partners
fighting for
racial justice in
Delaware.



2021 The Stand By
Me Minority
Small Business
program is
launched.

EmPOWERing the Next Generation of
Students

UWDE’s annual student summits amplify
and celebrate Black, Hispanic, and
LGBTQIA+ student voices in Delaware.

2024 United Way
Logo (2024-)

2026
United Way of Delaware marks
80 years of bringing people
together to drive real, lasting
change in our community.
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